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B-3169 - B-3170 1875-1905 
836-834 Battery Ave. (West side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

836 Battery Ave. is an unusual two story, five bay wide brick house with 
shed roof and bracketed cornice. There is a central entrance and long center hall 
running back to a room located at the rear of the house. The house was built in 
1905 for Frederick Wessel, then owner of Wessel's Dept. store, a family business 
located at the south-west corner of Charles and Hamburg Streets. 834 Battery Ave. 
is a two story, 3 bay wide brick house with shed roof and bracketed cornice. 
Like its neighbor, 836 Battery Ave., the first floor door and window openings 
have round arched lintels and deep stone sills, thus giving the house a more 
Italianate, stylish appearance than the majority of two story, Victorian style 
houses in the area. 
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This two story, five bay brick house with shed roof and modillion cornice 
is unusual for the Federal Hill area in that it has a long central hall which 
divides the four-room first floor in half. The house is detached along its 
southern side. It is in the process of being restored after having been 
converted into apartments. 

The house is two stories in height, about 32' wide, and occupies a lot about 
51 1/2' deep. The house is five bays deep with a modern one story high, one bay 
deep and two bay wide rear kitchen addition. A new frame second story runs 
the entire width of the rear facade, resting on the kitchen addition on the south 
end of the house and projecting out over the rear yard on the north end of the 
house. The house is constructed in running bond. The shed roof has a deep stamped 
sheet metal cornice consisting of a deeply projecting crown molding set above 
a row of modillions decorated with acanthus leaves, a row of quarter-round motifs, 
and a deep freize area articulated with five rectangular panels. There are no 
extant roof chimneys. The south facade of the house has been covered with 
aluminum siding. 

The two wide first floor windows have round arched lintels and brownstone 
sills. The five second story windows have segmentally arched brick lintels with 
solid wood tympanums. The sills are also brownstone. All of the window openings 
are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. A late Victorian glass and panel double 
door is set beneath a single light transom bordered by a row of quarter-round 
carvings and a row of dentils. The house sits on a fairly high basement, the 
entrance being reached by three brownstone steps. Two sets of paired rectangular 
basement window openings are located beneath the first floor windows. The entire 
facade of the basement has been faced with brownstone. 
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This house was built by the same builder who constructed the nearby row at 
224-228 Warren Ave. and is quite significant as representing the only central hall 
plan, semi-detached house in the Federal Hill area. There is a wide central hall 
which runs the length of the house, with two large rooms opening off the hall in dther 
direction. Until fairly recently the house had been divided into apartments but now 
a renovation has restored the house to its original character. 

The house is particularly interesting as being, in the early years of this century, 
the home of the Wessels, the owners of a large department store on S. Charles St., and 
the developers of a nearby block of Warren Ave. facing Federal Hill Park. 
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